Canoe Gear
What I’ll be wearing on the water:

· Sunscreen:  I especially like those small Coppertone Bottles that come with the carabineer, but any high SPF waterproof sunscreen will work.
· Hat
· Sunglasses with a strap:  If you don’t have a strap, it’s unlikely you’ll be able to find your sunglasses if they fall off in the river.
· T-Shirt
· Shorts that can get wet:  An old pair of swim trunks or cut-offs will work, but I’ve gone high tech and I’ll be wearing my quick drying BSA scout pants with the legs zipped off (along with a pair of wicking underwear).
· Old Sneakers that can get wet:  Old Sneakers are tough to beat.  The bottom of the river will have rocks and debris so it’s best to wear old sneakers to protect your feet.   Snug fitting water shoes will work, but on previous float trips, scouts complained about them being uncomfortable after the first day.   While I like Crocs for around the campsite, they’ll come off if you try to swim in them.  Because of this don’t wear Crocs while canoeing (you’ll never know when you’ll be swimming).
· Nalgene Bottle:   You’ll need to stay hydrated on the river and Nalgene bottles will fit on the troops water filters.

· Waterproof Camera:   Digital cameras and canoe trips don’t mix.  I like to buy the cheap waterproof cameras and then request digital photos when I have the film developed.

Since we’ll be getting wet each day, I plan on wearing the same clothes on the river each day.  However, when we get off the river, I plan to change into fresh, dry clothes. 

Keeping things DRY on the river.
Ziplock Freezer Bags:  Ziplock Freezer bags are great to keep things dry on any campout.  Freezer bags are tougher than the regular bags and will survive the rigors of at least one campout (maybe two).  The gallon size is perfect for fitting in a clean pair of underwear, socks and a clean T-shirt.   Before I zip these completely shut I squeeze out most of the air to make a pretty good vacuum seal.
Bigger Ziplock Bags:  Wal-mart, Lowes and Home Depot carry larger zip lock bags that are good for waterproofing your sleeping bag or tent.
Dry Bags:  Dry bags are nice, but expensive.  You can get them from Wal-mart, Mountain High, Gander Mountain or Wiley’s Outdoors but expect to pay a HIGH price for this luxury.  Since we typically only do a float trip every other year, I don’t recommend buying Dry bags.  If you know someone with dry bags, you might consider asking politely to borrow them for this float trip.

5-gallon Pickle Buckets or Paint Buckets:  Many restaurants get their produce delivered in 5 gallon buckets or you might have some 5-gallon paint buckets from Lowe’s or HD in your garage.  If you know anyone that works in a restaurant, ask them first for leftover buckets.  

If you combine the bucket with a GOOD lid, they make an excellent waterproof container for your gear.   I say a GOOD lid, because if your lid has a crack in it, it’ll leak.  Luckily Lowe’s and HD will sell replacement lids.  The trick to keeping your lid in good shape is to loosen it all the way around before you try to pull it off.   If you just try to pull it straight off, you’ll end up cracking the lid.
You’ll need several 5-gallon buckets for your gear (don’t forget you’ll need one for your tent).  Also bring along a short length of rope and so that you can tie it onto the canoe.  If you don’t have any rope, make sure you pick some up from the gear garage before we leave.

Finally if you got your 5-gallon bucket from a restaurant, make sure you completely clean out the inside.  Otherwise you run the risk of smelling like Dill Pickles.

Double and Triple Protection:  If you really want dry gear, use double or triple protection.  For example, I really like DRY Toilet Paper.  So in my Cat-Hole Kit, I package my TP in a Zip-Lock bag.  I then take this TP bag and place it in a second Zip-Lock bag that holds my trowel and hand sanitizer (double protection).   And then to make sure it really stays dry, I’ll put this combination into a 5-gallon bucket with a good lid (triple protection).
Ps:  It’s really nice to have a dry sleeping bag, so I’ll always use multiple layers of protection for it.
