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These are usually man-made features
associated with roadways or railroad beds.
They are the places where land was either

removed or added to make a level bed for
the right-of-way. They are characterized by
abrupt direction changes in contour lines,
and may have hachures indicating the
downslope direction.
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This is a section of ground that is so steep
that the contour lines converge as one. It is

a vertical or near-vertical slope. A cliff
contour may have hachure lines pointing
downslope.




[image: image3.png]This is a high point that is characterized
by the ground sloping away in all

directions. It can be a gentle slope, or the
very steep peaks found throughout the
Rockies, Cascades, and other “young”
mountain ranges of the world. A hill’s
contour lines will be roughly circular, with
successive outer rings being lower in
elevation.
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This feature is usually associated with a stream course that has some relatively level
ground bordered by steeper sides. It is characterized by contour lines that run parallel to
the stream for some distance before bending across the stream course in a “U” shape. The
open end of the “U” is always on the down-slope side of a valley.

Draw

This is a stream course that has
essentially no level land within its
confines, and is usually, but not
necessarily, steeper than a valley. The
contours indicating a draw are more “V”
shaped, with the point of the “V”
pointing up slope along the bottom of
the draw.
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This is a line of high ground that has ground
sloping away on opposite sides for some
linear distance. The spine of a ridge may
have slope, but it is distinctly less than the
sides of the ridge. A ridge is characterized by
contour lines that run approximately parallel
for some distance on opposite sides of the
ridge’s spine. Contour lines on a ridge may
bend back on themselves in either a “U” or a
“V” shape indicating a gentle (U) or sharp
(V) falloff from the spine of the ridge. The
bottom of the “U” or “V” always points
downslope on a ridge.
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This is to a ridge as a draw is to a valley. A
spur is a shorter and continuously sloping
branch of a ridge. Its contour lines also form
a “U” or a “V”, but they don’t have an
appreciable length of parallel run.
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This is just a dip in the ground that slopes
downward on all sides. It is the opposite of a
hill. Its contour lines are rings that typically
have short hachure lines that point
downslope.
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These are usually man-made features
associated with roadways or railroad beds.
They are the places where land was either

removed or added to make a level bed for
the right-of-way. They are characterized by
abrupt direction changes in contour lines,
and may have hachures indicating the
downslope direction.




[image: image10.png]Cliff

This is a section of ground that is so steep
that the contour lines converge as one. It is

a vertical or near-vertical slope. A cliff
contour may have hachure lines pointing
downslope.




[image: image11.png]This is a high point that is characterized
by the ground sloping away in all

directions. It can be a gentle slope, or the
very steep peaks found throughout the
Rockies, Cascades, and other “young”
mountain ranges of the world. A hill’s
contour lines will be roughly circular, with
successive outer rings being lower in
elevation.
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This feature is usually associated with a stream course that has some relatively level
ground bordered by steeper sides. It is characterized by contour lines that run parallel to
the stream for some distance before bending across the stream course in a “U” shape. The
open end of the “U” is always on the down-slope side of a valley.

Draw

This is a stream course that has
essentially no level land within its
confines, and is usually, but not
necessarily, steeper than a valley. The
contours indicating a draw are more “V”
shaped, with the point of the “V”
pointing up slope along the bottom of
the draw.
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This is a line of high ground that has ground
sloping away on opposite sides for some
linear distance. The spine of a ridge may
have slope, but it is distinctly less than the
sides of the ridge. A ridge is characterized by
contour lines that run approximately parallel
for some distance on opposite sides of the
ridge’s spine. Contour lines on a ridge may
bend back on themselves in either a “U” or a
“V” shape indicating a gentle (U) or sharp
(V) falloff from the spine of the ridge. The
bottom of the “U” or “V” always points
downslope on a ridge.
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This is to a ridge as a draw is to a valley. A
spur is a shorter and continuously sloping
branch of a ridge. Its contour lines also form
a “U” or a “V”, but they don’t have an
appreciable length of parallel run.
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This is just a dip in the ground that slopes
downward on all sides. It is the opposite of a
hill. Its contour lines are rings that typically
have short hachure lines that point
downslope.
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