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Good News:  

At present we have 58 skiers signed up for the ski trip with 39 signed up for the bus.  
Bad News:  
We only have 39 signed up for the bus, which means we won’t fill up the 57 passenger tour bus that was originally planned.  To save us money, I’ve reserved a smaller 49 passenger tour bus which will cost us $4,300 dollars.  This breaks down to $110.26 per bus rider (just slightly higher than the original $100 dollar estimate).

As you can see, our cost has gone up slightly.  The original estimate was $180 per skier, this has now grown to $189.26 per skier (+ hotel tax).  At present the hotel tax for the entire group is estimated at $40.00.  So for simplicity, I’ll just round up to the nearest dollar.


$  79.00 skiing/lodging/ & 5 meals


$110.26  cost of the bus.

            $      .74  approximate hotel tax

            $190.00  
Note:  This cost doesn’t include spending money for Fast Food (~$20 bucks) on the road or Souvenirs & spending cash ($?????). 

On a positive note, Timberline currently has extra bunks available the week we plan to go.  So if additional skiers wanted to sign up, the cost of the bus would go down.  At best, the per person price could drop to $87.76 (assuming we fill up the bus).  So this means you should talk it up with your Scouting Buddies and tell them there’s still time to sign up.
As long as I’m talking about money, please note that I’ve made the 50% Non-refundable down payment to Timberline (which turns out to be $39.50/skier).   
Why is this important????

Because if you back out now, I’ll be able to refund everything but the $39.50.  Hopefully no one has any thoughts of backing out now.
I’ve also been asked “What if West Virginia gets hit by a heat wave and all the snow melts?”  

If the resort closes, then we all get 100% of our refund back.   But let’s not think negative thoughts.  THINK SNOW.
Gear Talk:

Timberline will supply skies, boots and poles.  You should come with the following.

Ski Pants or Ski Bibs:  New skiers fall down a lot, and ski pants will keep you much drier than a pair of blue jeans.  A dry skier is a happy skier.  Check out
· Dicks Sporting Goods ($25-$29), 
· Burlington Coat Factory($16-$50.  I saw ski pants in various locations in the store, so you might have to search a little.

· Campmore.com ($25)  
· And maybe Wiley’s Outdoor Sports 
Most stores have their winter gear on sale now, but when it’s gone, it’s gone.

Ski Jacket or Winter Jacket:  A nylon or water resistant outer shell is key for blocking the wind and keeping you dry. 

Gloves:  I like vinyl coated gloves that have a knit cuff that goes around the wrist.  Some gloves don’t have the knit cuff and these tend to collect snow leading to cold wrists.
Long Underwear:  Polypropylene is best but hard to find in small sizes.   Any long undies are better than no long undies.  So get whatever fits you.  We might not need long undies for spring skiing, but it’s better to have and not need, than to need and not have.
Socks:  They do make special ski socks (expensive), but you can get by with hunting socks or boot socks.  Just make sure they fit well.  Wrinkles in the sock will lead to pressure points inside your ski boot.  Pressure points translate into pain.  No Wrinkles / No Pain.

Hat:  We’ve seen some pretty creative hats on previous ski trips, but any knit cap should be fine.    A ball cap is a must for after skiing.  Those of us still blessed with hair will find that a ball cap will help you fight off the effects of hat hair after a long day on the slopes.

Sun Screen:  Yes your face can get sun burned while skiing.

Lip Balm:  Suzie Chapstick can’t be wrong.
EAR PLUGS:  Trust me, someone will snore in the bunkhouse (it might be me).
Snow Sports Merit Badge:

Timberline offers a Snow Sports Merit Badge class at an extra cost of $45.00 (bummer).   
The good news is that I’ll also offer a Snow Sports Merit Badge class at a cost of ZERO dollars.  My plan for the Snow Sports Merit Badge is:

· 2 classes before Scout Meetings before we go.

· 1st day of skiing, take the free lesson and practice turning skills.

· 2nd day of skiing, I’ll test your skills on the slopes.  Past experience tells me that the hardest requirement to master is the Hockey Stop.  So you should practice Hockey Stops on the first day.

· Written Exam when we return to Huntsville.

The troop has a limited number of Snow Sports Merit Badge pamphlets available from the Troop Librarian, but you can also buy them for about $3.00 from the Scout Shop on Drake Ave.

Class B T-Shirts:
I’m testing the waters here.  If there is enough interest, I’m thinking of having T-Shirts made up with the design shown at the top of this message on the back and a smaller BSA flu-de-lee across the heart.  
This past summer, the Bike Hike group had a similar T-Shirt made up at a cost of ~$15.00.  These are high quality T-shirts and make great souvenirs.   The printing was done locally, and mine has held up very well.
I know the ski trip is an expensive trip, so don’t feel pressured that you have to get a T-shirt.

The design at the top is just something I threw together quickly, so feel free to criticize.    Or if anyone has any better designs I’m willing to switch.
Timberline Mtn ,  WV
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NEW Ski Trip Payment Schedule:





Original Payment Schedule:


12 Dec 05	$60


 9 Jan 06	$60


13 Feb 06	$60








NEW PAYMENT Schedule:


12 Dec 05	$60


13 Feb 06	$60


  6 Mar 06	$70  (Sorry, see bad news below)








